
Abstract

A. How to better collaborate remotely through 
multiple different channels and parties

B. How to consolidate heavy information and 
present it in a more digestible way 
understandable to general audiences

C. How small actions can make a big difference 
in lake health

D. Gained a better understanding about water 
quality issues and the importance of 
protecting lakes

This project was originally a planned partnership with 
Lake Advocates and King County Department of 
Natural Resources to record videos on water quality 
issues for educational purposes. 

Due to COVID restrictions, the project pivoted to an 
online project that shares best practices in lake 
management intended for the general public. 
University of Washington-Bothell students performed 
extensive research and summarized key insights on six 
topics including toxic algae blooms, lake management, 
shoreline management, invasive species, fisheries, and 
water quality. 

Students also created the visual content and design of 
each poster while Lake Advocates and KCDNR supported 
the project through technical writing, design feedback, 
and outreach. This collaboration successfully developed 
posters for our Washington community that are intended 
to contribute to a long-term positive impact for 
Washington's beautiful lakes through public education on 
water quality issues.

UW Bothell Students Create Six Posters to Raise 
Awareness on Lake Management

Posters What We Learned

A. Simplified the text content from original 
posters to be more understandable for 
general audiences 

B. Created visual graphics to supplement the 
text content 

C. Worked with King County & Lake Advocates 
for rounds of feedback until completion

Methods & Process

A. Translations to several languages
B. Plan is to showcase these posters online
C. Hope to see these posters  in various King 

County parks
D. Hope to see more of a positive impact with 

the KC community taking care of our lakes

Future
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“Toxic Algae Blooms” Poster

The purpose of this poster was to raise awareness of 
toxic algae blooms including a brief description of toxic 
algae blooms, how to report sightings of them, what 
the symptoms of exposure are, and how best to help 
reduce its environmental effects.



“Aquatic Noxious Weeds” Poster

The purpose of this poster was to prevent the spread 
of aquatic noxious weeds. We featured several 
commonly found aquatic weeds and emphasized the 
negative environmental and economical impact they 
can cause along with providing steps to help.



“Love Your Lake?” Poster

The purpose of this poster was to encourage King 
County park visitors to take care of lake shorelines by 
emphasizing its importance on wildlife and water 
quality and informing what individuals can do to help. 



“Lake Management” Poster

The purpose of this poster was to inform people who 
use the lakes for recreation on how best they can 
upkeep its overall health and what common issues are 
typically seen in our lakes.



“Kings of King County” Poster

The purpose of this poster was to inform people on 
the importance of salmon conservation by providing a 
basic list of what can be done to help, as well as 
provide general information about chinook salmon.



“Invasive Species” Poster

The purpose of this poster was to inform people on 
what common invasive species are found in 
Washington and how to prevent the spread and report 
any sightings.



What We Learned

● How to better collaborate remotely through multiple different channels 
(ex. email, Zoom) and parties

● How to consolidate heavy information and present it in a more 
digestible way understandable to general audiences

● How small actions can make a big difference in lake health
● Gained a better understanding about water quality issues and the 

importance of protecting lakes



Methods & Process
Our process and methods consisted of:

1. Simplifying the text content from original student posters to be more 
understandable for general audiences 

a. Original posters were by students in a CBLR class
b. Consolidated info into a big Google doc for reference
c. Big focus on emphasizing key messages
d. Adding QR codes to encourage extra personal research for content not covered

2. Creating visual graphics to supplement the text content 
a. All posters were created to be the same dimensions 
b. Wireframes featuring placement of text were made before adding details to graphics 
c. Similar visual styles for cohesiveness

3. Working with King County & Lake Advocates for rounds of feedback 
until completion

a. Conducted via emails + Zoom meetings
b. Main point of contact was Joan Hardy



Future
● Translations were made into several languages that are popular in 

Washington State 
○ Amharic, Chinese, Korean, Russian, Ukrainian, Spanish

● Plan is to showcase these posters online
● We’re hoping to eventually see these posters featured physically in 

various King County parks
● With more awareness, we also hope to see more of a positive impact 

with the KC community taking care of our lakes



Thank you! 


